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August 20, 2018 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

As a summer of family fun and leisurely activities begins to wind down, our attention returns to 

preparing for the first day of school.  It’s a joy to see our students return, their faces lit up with 

anticipation as they begin the 2018-19 school year.  We welcome 20 new families for a total of 

25 new students joining our school family this year!   

 

Throughout the summer, the entire staff has been busy planning and preparing for the return of 

our students.  We were able to reorganize our teaching faculty for this year in order to better 

serve our students.  We reorganized our building so that primary grades are together on the main 

floor, intermediate and 7
th

 grade on the second floor, and 8
th

 grade on the lower level.  Science 

classes now have easier access to the science lab.  Kindergarten and our future Preschool will be 

together in the lower level of the church.  With all of these changes, several of our teachers, with 

the assistance of family and volunteers, have spent the summer moving to new classrooms, 

moving lockers, making special arrangements for flexible seating, and even painting their own 

classrooms!  We have also been busy with the purchase of several sets of Chromebooks so that 

students in grades 3-8 will each have a Chromebook assigned to them for the year.  The new 

Chromebooks will be arriving soon.  Not only have our staff been busy, but parents and 

volunteers have as well.  Parents have been meeting throughout the summer planning EPIC 

events, brainstorming for the Strategic Planning process, as well as helping around the campus. 

 

Many of our teachers have spent time in the summer brushing up on their skills through 

professional development opportunities, and new personnel have been hired for this year.  I 

introduced our new second grade teacher, Mrs. Lindsey Fanning, and our new Art teacher, Mrs. 

Jane Nickels in the Link last year: 

 Mrs. Fanning is from Hamilton, Ohio and attended St. Peter in Chains School and Badin 

High School. She graduated from Capital University with a Bachelor of Arts and Science 

degree in Early Childhood Education and Mild to Moderate Intervention Specialist. She 

went on to earn a Master's degree in Curriculum and Instruction and Bilingual Education 

from the American College of Education. Mrs. Fanning holds licensure in Early 

Childhood (Preschool-Grade 3) and Intervention Specialist (K-12) and has 10 years of 

teaching experience.  She also has a Reading Endorsement for K-12.  Mrs. Fanning is 

thrilled to join the St. Peter in Chains staff and be a part of the parish and community. 

She and her husband, Jake, have 3 wonderful children, and are expecting a baby in mid-

October!  Mrs. Krabacher will be working very closely with Mrs. Fanning as she fills in 

for her during her maternity leave.  Mrs. Krabacher is familiar with our incoming second 

graders from working with them in Kindergarten, and she has been a long-term sub for 

other teachers in the past.  Our students will be in very good hands. 
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 Mrs. Jane Nickels has a Bachelor in Fine Arts from Saint Mary’s College, Notre Dame, 

IN. Mrs. Nickels and her husband David have relocated to Cincinnati to be closer to 

family.  They have three children and one grandchild.  She has joyfully spent the past 19 

years of her 28 years’ experience teaching Kindergarten through 8th grade Art at Saint 

John Neumann Catholic School, Knoxville, TN.  Mrs. Nickels is also a practicing artist—

making, selling and exhibiting her abstract paintings in Knoxville, Nashville and across 

the country.  She describes herself as a team player and expresses, “I am very excited to 

start exploring and creating beautiful art with the students of St. Peter in Chains School! “ 

 

You’ll have an opportunity to meet and learn more about our new staff at Meet the Teacher 

Night.  Mrs. Warner, Mrs. Wirtz, and Ms. Larson are very excited about moving into new grades 

and curriculum.  At the beginning of August, Mrs. Zeller received an unsolicited offer to teach 

full-time in another school in Cincinnati closer to her home.  With her husband beginning 

retirement soon, she felt that she could not let the opportunity pass.  We are very sorry to see her 

go, but wish her well in her new position.  The accelerated Math program will continue for 

grades 7 and 8 under the very capable guidance of Mrs. Kordes.  Mrs. Kordes will be sending out 

a letter to 7
th

 and 8
th

 grade parents soon.  I’m extremely grateful for our talented, professional, 

and versatile staff, with whom I have been privileged to work these last 3 years.  Their 

commitment to the teaching profession and dedication to our students is incredible! 

 

Please join us for an ice cream treat as we kick off the return to school!  We’ll open our doors on 

Thursday, August 28
th

 for the annual Get the Scoop, 6-8pm. As in past years, the Flubs Ice 

Cream truck will be here—each student will receive a free ice cream, and ice cream will be 

available for purchase for parents and siblings.  This is a fun night for everyone.  Students have 

the opportunity to meet their new teachers, find their classrooms, and set up their desks with all 

those new school supplies!  The uniform exchange will also be open in the cafeteria.  Bus 

schedules for Hamilton and Fairfield will be posted in the first floor hallway across from the 1
st
 

grade classroom.  While you’re here, be sure to pick up your family packet from Mrs. Luebbe, 

who will be stationed in the hallway outside the office.  This is an informal, open house-type 

setting so you can come and go as you please.  Whether you stay for a short time or the entire 

two hours, we hope to see everyone on the 28
th

! 

 

You can find information concerning the school calendar, arrival/dismissal procedures, school 

dress code, volunteer policy, spiritwear, and lots of other pertinent information at 

www.stpeterinchains.org .  We will resume sending The Link, our school newsletter, on 

Thursdays, beginning the first week of school.  Last year, as parents requested, we streamlined 

the newsletter to be more of an informational bulletin most weeks, with the full version going out 

at the beginning of each month. 

 

Last year, we transferred to our new Option C data management system.  Parents are able to log 

on for checking your child’s daily progress, keeping up with assignments, and ordering lunch.  

Mrs. Reimer will be available at Get the Scoop in the library/computer lab area to assist parents 

with their Option C accounts. 

 

 

 

http://www.stpeterinchains.org/


 

451 Ridgelawn • Hamilton, Ohio 45013-3099 • (513) 863-0685  

 

Please mark your calendar for these important dates: 

Tuesday, August 28  Get the Scoop, 6-8pm 

Tuesday, September 4  First Day for Students, 7:40am-2:10pm (gym doors open 7:10am) 

Friday, September 7  All School Forms and Lunch Orders for September/October Due! 

    (September’s lunch will be a written form, October and later will 

  be ordered through your Option C account.) 

Tuesday, September 11 Opening School Mass, 8am 

Tuesday, September 11 Meet the Teacher Night, 6:30pm (begins in Wiegand Hall) 

Monday, September 17 Hot Lunches Begin 

Thursday, September 27 School Pictures (our new photographer is Lifetouch!) 

 

Finally, I’d like to thank you for your ongoing support of our parish, school, faculty, and most of 

all, for your children.  With all of us working together—parents, students, staff—our children 

will receive an excellent, Christ-centered, Catholic education here at St. Peter in Chains school.  

May God bless us with a joyful, safe, healthy, and successful school year! 

 

 

Sincerely Yours in Christ, 

 

 

Michael Collins 


